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Purpose of the 
SBE Program

 The Clark County Department of Aviation’s (CCDOA) Small Business 
Enterprise Program was developed to provide full and fair 
opportunities for equal participation by small businesses in federally-
funded Airport contracting and procurement opportunities. 

 The Program is intended to assist in leveling the playing field for small 
businesses.

 It is considered a race and gender-neutral element of the 
Department’s DBE Program.

 Includes all segments of the business community and is open to 
participation without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national or 
ethnic origin, age or disability. 

 Applies only to Federally-funded construction, professional services 
and purchasing contracts.



Relationship to
DBE Program

 In accordance with the regulations governing the U.S. Department 
of Transportation (DOT) Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE) Program, (49 CFR part 26) CCDOA sets triennial overall 
DBE goals for contracts that are funded in whole or in part with 
federal funds. 

 The Department is obligated to meet the maximum feasible portion 
of its overall goal through race and gender neutral means of 
facilitating DBE participation. (49 CFR § 26.51). 

 The SBE Program is on of the Department’s race and gender-
neutral means of achieving participation.



Relationship to
DBE Program

26.39 Fostering small business participation.
(a) Your DBE program must include an element to structure contracting requirements to facilitate competition by small business 
concerns, taking all reasonable steps to eliminate obstacles to their participation, including unnecessary and unjustified 
bundling of contract requirements that may preclude small business participation in procurements as prime contractors or 
subcontractors.

(b) This element must be submitted to the appropriate DOT operating administration for approval as a part of your DBE 
program by February 28, 2012. As part of this program element you may include, but are not limited to, the following strategies:
(1) Establishing a race-neutral small business set-aside for prime contracts under a stated amount ( e.g., $1 million).
(2) In multi-year design-build contracts or other large contracts ( e.g., for “megaprojects”) requiring bidders on the prime 
contract to specify elements of the contract or specific subcontracts that are of a size that small businesses, including DBEs, 
can reasonably perform.
(3) On prime contracts not having DBE contract goals, requiring the prime contractor to provide subcontracting opportunities of 
a size that small businesses, including DBEs, can reasonably perform, rather than self-performing all the work involved.
(4) Identifying alternative acquisition strategies and structuring procurements to facilitate the ability of consortia or joint ventures 
consisting of small businesses, including DBEs, to compete for and perform prime contracts.
(5) To meet the portion of your overall goal you project to meet through race-neutral measures, ensuring that a reasonable 
number of prime contracts are of a size that small businesses, including DBEs, can reasonably perform.

(c) You must actively implement your program elements to foster small business participation. Doing so is a requirement of 
good faith implementation of your DBE program.

[76 FR 5097, Jan. 28, 2011]



What is a Small
Business Enterprise?

 A small business enterprise for purposes of the SBE 
Program:

 Must meet the definition of a small business under 49 
CFR part 26. 

 Must be at least 51% owned by an individual(s) whose 
personal net worth (as defined by the regulation) does not 
exceed $1.32 million.



What is a Small Business?
 A small business concern as defined pursuant to 

section 3 of the Small Business Act and Small Business 
Administration regulations implementing it (13 CFR part 
121) that also does not exceed the cap on average 
annual gross receipts specified in 49 CFR part 26, 
§26.65(b).  ($22.41 million averaged over the previous 
3 years).

 The SBA size standards may be found at: 
www.sbaonline.sba.gov/contractingopportunities/official
s/size/table/index.html 



How is Personal Net Worth 
Calculated Under the Program?
 Personal net worth means the net value of the assets 

of an individual remaining after total liabilities are 
deducted. 

 For purposes of the program, an individual's personal 
net worth does not include: The individual's ownership 
interest in an applicant or participating DBE firm; or the 
individual's equity in his or her primary place of 
residence. An individual's personal net worth includes 
only his or her own share of assets held jointly or as 
community property with the individual's spouse.



SBE Verification
 Firms who wish to participate as SBEs in the CCDOA 

Program must be verified by one of the Nevada Unified 
Certification Program participating agencies. (CCDOA 
is a participating agency)

 Verification forms will be discussed in the next 
presentation.



How Will Opportunities Be 
Determined?

 All construction, professional services, goods and general services 
solicitations that include federal funding shall be reviewed by the 
DBE Liaison Officer to determine if a Small Business Enterprise 
(SBE) goal is appropriate for the solicitation. 

 Criteria used to set a race neutral SBE goal shall include:
 Small business capacity
 Small business availability
 Nature of the contract
 Past experiences with small business participation with similar 

contracts
 Subcontracting opportunities

 Unbundling of large multi-trade projects will also be considered.



Good Faith Efforts

 If an SBE Goal is set for a project, bidders are required 
to make a good faith effort to meet the SBE Goal.

 Good Faith Efforts will be measured using guidance 
provided in 49 CFR part 26.



What Should Firms do to 
Participate?

 Complete the verification process

 Take advantage of all opportunities to network with 
potential partners
 Informational seminars
 Community events
 Pre-bid conferences

 Visit McCarran’s website at:
 https://www.mccarran.com/DoingBusiness


